In age-related macular degeneration (AMD), extracellular complexes including drusen and diffuse (basal laminar and basal linear) deposits accumulate beneath the retinal pigment epithelium (RPE). Due to their compelling association with AMD, a better understanding of the molecular and cellular basis of drusen formation is needed. Pilgrim and colleagues 1 evaluated a novel culture system, using polarized porcine RPE cells on 10-lm polyester filters, for modeling subRPE AMD-associated deposits. How comprehensively these deposits biochemically recapitulate drusen remains to be fully determined, but in addition to ApoE and drusen-associated lipids, these subRPE accumulations contain insoluble hydroxyapatite, recently suggested to nucleate drusen accretion.
